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Problem: 

Common or shared trash container/dumpster areas are common sources of trash and litter 

in our communities. These areas suffer from the 

“tragedy of the commons” affect where many individuals use the containers, no one feels 

they have personal responsibility for keeping area 

clean, the container lids are left open or material is overflowing, and material can be easily 

mobilized by wind or animals. 

Proposed Response: 

1.  Develop materials that can educate both the users of these common areas and the 

property managers responsible for these areas; 

2.  Increase hauler/driver reporting and reinforcement of messaging when they encounter 

these situations; and 

3.  Follow-up with appropriate enforcement response after the educational approaches 

have been applied. 
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